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An out artist’s journey

By Amy Wooten
Staff Writer

Being let go from his sales jc
to Chicago artist Armando Psurusu.

In October 2001, Pedroso w:
42-year-old felt lost. He had
his grief, something wonderf

“One day, | literally was in te:
his “favorite place in the whc

| heard a voice that said ‘Pail

At first, he ignored the voice.
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' the best thing that ever happened

:ales job. At first, the then
y to figure out the next step. But in
je the course of his life.

1e phone while lying on the beach of
e was for a recent art show. “I swear

;oming an artist, and his last art

class was literally in fifth grac'~ P #=~* »nins lomntinimmimnqing, When he told friends and

family, they laughed. After a*

He started making and frami
office and asked if realtors w
he sold five.

“And that was it,” Pedroso s:
sales.”

Since then, Pedroso has con.. _. ._.
art shows a year. He made h

For this out artist, he relies h
feeling at that moment is whi

And diverse, it is. Pedroso’s work ranges from graffiti to abstracts. He uses a wide variet
most artists, he doesn’t get all his supplies at arts and crafts stores—he shops around +

“Its almost like common objects call out to me—‘Use me, use me

he said with a laugt

1at else did he have to lose?

He waltzed on over to a Century 21
1s closing gifts for clients. That day,

ver had to go back to corporate

... —.... studio and participates in countless

e paints. “Whatever emotion I'm
y my work is so diverse.”

n roofing tar to found objects. Unlike

For example, just the other day, while he unpacked canvasses, some corrugated board ten niir antn tha finar 1ha navt thing he knew, Pedroso was using

the board to provide texture in a painting.

Listening to that voice years ago transformed Pedroso’s life. He’s happy. He travels. He

He also has a job he feels good about. For instance, he donates his work to GLBT orgar
Children’s Memorial Hospital, an experience he said “really puts things into perspective.

Long gone is the unhappiness, the cubicle.

Additionally, his journey helped him come to terms with himself. While working in corpor
Pedroso said that when he became an artist, he felt like he finally became a “whole pers

enabled him to step all the way out of the closet.

“| feel like when | finally became that whole person as an artist, | finally came out,” Pedrc

Much of his work, in fact, is inspired by that experience of becoming whole. Many of his

“| think people can definitely relate that to people and to life,” Pedroso said. “That all thc

Pedroso said he learned a valuable lesson from his life transformation that he hopes oth

nspires others.

ling an art therapy class at

friends, but not out professionally.
ssing piece, and that experience

ve element to them.
person, a life.”

eart.”

See Pedroso’s work in one of several upcoming shows, such as the Port Clinton Art Festival, Aug. 29-30, in downtown Highland Park. See

armandopedroso.com for more information.
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