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Sponsors for the  
Joliet Fine Art Festival: 

  

Alice White, Blick, CLTV, Fields 
Auto Group, Maui Wowi, 

National City, Pepsi, Pioneer 
Press, Renewal by Andersen, 

WBBM News Radio, WLIT, 
WNUA 

 

All photos courtesy Amdur Productions. 

 

 
 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 6, 2008 

 
THE JOLIET FINE ART FESTIVAL RETURNS BY POPULAR 

DEMAND TO DOWNTOWN JOLIET JUNE 28-29 
 

Artist “Paint Around” Just One of The May Entertaining Events At  
This Year’s Two Day Celebration of Art And Culture 

 
CHICAGO – The Joliet Fine Art Festival returns Saturday, June 28 – Sunday, June 
29, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. to the heart of downtown Joliet on Chicago St. from Jefferson to 
Cass.  Launched in 2007, this crowd-pleasing celebration of art and culture is a great 
opportunity to see art, love art and get art, and to enjoy special events while enjoying 
beautiful summer weather. The Festival is hosted by the Joliet City Center Partnership 
and the Village of Joliet.  For more information: visit www.amdurproductions.com. 
 
The Joliet Fine Art Festival features original and handmade two- and three- 
dimensional work by artists from around the country.  Featured locals artists 
include Joliet’s own Sue Regis.  Regis creates jewelry working with many different 
glass formats including soft and borosilicate glass, fusing and slumping, stained 
glass and mixed media. "I try to focus my work on clean lines, lots and lots of 
color,” says Regis. “My inspiration comes from a variety of things. Music plays a 
big role.”  Joliet’s Karen and Jim McCollum specialize in fine art photography. 
They have traveled the world capturing intimate details of the villages they have 
seen in 14 different countries. “When choosing a subject or theme, we usually let 
the landscape lead us where it will – though we also look for specific things,” say 
the McCollums.  “Unique shapes, textures and colors either manmade or natural 
always attract us.”  
 
In addition to fabulous art, a special treat for visitors to this year’s Festival will be 
an artist “Paint Around.”  This artistic version of a “round robin” will feature four 
artists at a time in front of Joliet’s popular presenting venue, the Rialto Square 
Theatre.  Each artist will begin painting using a photograph of a still life or 
landscape as a reference and each half hour will shift from painting to painting, 
adding their own personal touch to each work.  By the end of the weekend, there 
will be dozens of unique paintings reflecting the combined contributions of the 
artists.  The works will be on display in the Rialto Arts District galleries for a month 
following the festival. 
 
Throughout the weekend, visitors can also enjoy continuous live music.  On the 
main stage, Cirrus Falcon’s play list includes current hits, classic covers, catchy 
originals and traditional Irish songs.  And in between looking at art, families can 
paint a real car donated by Fields Auto at the Paint-A-Car tent or play a game of 
Art Fest Bingo.   
 
Festival-goers will also find an impressive food court on Van Buren Street 
featuring local restaurants and a wine garden.  Nikos Pizzeria will have fresh pizza 
while Chapala Restaurant will provide Mexican cuisine including steak tacos.  Ben-
U will feature burgers, dogs and caramel apple sundaes and Vertigo will have 
Greek cooking.  In addition, Chicago St Pub, Barolo Restaurant, Jitters and Joliet 
Restaurant are area restaurants that will all be open during the festival. 
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Three local galleries will be open on Van Buren Street as well: The Indigo Gallery, 
Gallery 7 and Zoe Gallery. 
 
The Joliet Fine Art Festival takes place in downtown Joliet in front of the historic Rialto 
Square Theatre whose design was inspired by Versailles Hall of Mirrors.  An artistic 
work itself, the Rialto will be offering tours of the theater throughout the two days. 
 
Admission to the Festival is free. Public parking decks are located within walking distance 
on Scott and Ottawa Streets. For more information visit www.amdurproductions.com. 

 
The Joliet Fine Art Festival is produced by Amdur Productions. Founded in 1984 Amdur 
Productions, Inc. is a nationally acclaimed arts festival production company that 
organizes and directs a selection of Chicago area’s most prestigious and successful 
juried summer art fairs.  In addition to the Joliet Fine Art Festival, their 2008 Summer Art 
Festival Season includes Arlington Height’s Promenade of Art (May 31- June 1), the 
Cantigny Fine Art Festival (June 14-15) the Glencoe Festival of the Masters (June 21-
22), the Lincolnshire Art Festival (July 12-13), the Buffalo Grove Invitational Fine Art 
Festival (July 19-20), The North Shore Festival of Art (July 26-27), Glenview’s Art at the 
Glen Town Center (Aug. 2-3), the Chicago’s Gold Coast Art Fair (Aug. 8-10) and Highland 
Park’s Port Clinton Art Festival (Aug. 23-24).   
 
All of Amdur’s festivals have been rated in Sunshine Artist Magazine’s top 100 with half 
in the top 50, and the Port Clinton Art Festival and Gold Coast Art Fair in the top 10. 
Amy B. Amdur is president and founder of the Highland Park based company. For more 
information about Amdur Productions Inc., including 2008 festival sponsorship 
opportunities call 847.926.4300 or email info@amdurproductions.com.  
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